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established,  than   to   raise   new   regiments   with   now
officers.

The chief argument, sir, produced m support of their
method of augmentation, is drawn from the necessity of
publick frugality, a very popular topiek, which never fails
to produce favour and attention ; for every man is naturally
inclined to hear his friend, and to consider that man as
performing the odice of friendship, who proposes methods
of alleviating his taxes.

Frugality is undoubtedly a virtue very necessary to the
happiness of the nation, and such as there occur frequent
occasions of inculcating to those who are intrusted with
the superintendence of publick disbursements, but I am
far from thinking that this estimate affords any opportunity
for declamations of this kind, and am of opinion that the
addition of new soldiers to each regiment, would, iu
reality, be more expensive.

It cannot be denied, sir, that by augmenting the regi-
ments, there would be immediately saved to the publick
the expense of the officers which are necessary in the
method now proposed; but it is to be considered how
much the number of officers contributes to the regularity
and discipline of the troops, and how much discipline and
order promote their success* It is to be considered, sir,
that the most successful method of making war is un-
doubtedly the cheapest, and that nothing is more ex-
pensive than defeats.

If by raising the same number of men under fewer
officers, we should give our enemies any advantage, if a
single party should be cut off, a garrison forced, an ex-
pedition rendered fruitless, or the war protracted but a
few months, where will be the advantage of this admired
frugality ? What would be the consequence, but the
same or a greater expense, not to gain advantages, but
to repair losses, and obviate the efl^cts of our former
parsimony't

In private life, sir, it is common for men to involve
themselves in expense, only by avoiding it; to repair
houses at greater charges than now oues might be built,
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